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On	may	7,	2008,	 the	nebraska	supreme	Court	approved	 the	
follow�ng	 amendments	 to	 the	 rules	 of	 d�st.	 Ct.	 of	 F�rst	 Jud.	
d�st.	1-4:

rule	1-4

dIssOlutIOn	aCtIOns
.	.	.	.

I.	 all	 part�es	 to	 a	 d�ssolut�on	 act�on	 �nvolv�ng	 m�nor	 ch�ldren	
shall	attend	and	successfully	complete	a	court-approved	parent-
�ng	educat�on	course.	Cert�f�cates	ev�denc�ng	complet�on	of	 the	
course	shall	be	 f�led	 �n	 the	court	 f�le.	no	case	shall	be	delayed	
longer	 than	 s�x	 (6)	months	 to	 secure	 compl�ance.	th�s	 requ�re-
ment	may	be	wa�ved	on	good	cause	shown.
I.	rule	for	med�at�on	�n	domest�c	relat�ons	Cases:

1.	 Part�es	 to	 domest�c-relat�ons	 matters	 �nvolv�ng	 ch�ldren	
are	 requ�red	 to	 attend	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court	 parent	 educat�on	 pro-
gram	requ�red	by	the	court	w�th�n	s�xty	(60)	days	from	rece�pt	
of	 serv�ce	 of	 process.	 th�s	 �ncludes	 f�l�ng	 for	 d�ssolut�on	 of	
marr�age	 and	 determ�nat�on-of-patern�ty	 cases,	 wh�ch	 �nvolve	
�ssues	 of	 custody	 and/or	 v�s�tat�on.	 effect�ve	 on	 January	 1,	
2008,	mot�ons	to	compel	ex�st�ng	orders	wh�ch	�nvolve	parent-
�ng	�ssues,	appl�cat�ons	to	mod�fy	decrees	of	d�ssolut�on	wh�ch	
�nvolve	 parent�ng	 �ssues,	 and	 appl�cat�ons	 to	 mod�fy	 decrees	
of	 patern�ty	 wh�ch	 �nvolve	 parent�ng	 �ssues	 shall	 be	 subject	 to	
the	 requ�rements	 of	 th�s	 rule,	 and	 both	 parents	 are	 requ�red	 to	
attend	the	parent	educat�on	program.

If	 the	 court	 deems	 �t	 adv�sable,	 the	 part�es	 may	 be	 requ�red	
to	complete	a	second	level	parent�ng	class	or	the	ch�ldren	of	the	
part�es	may	be	referred	to	a	class.

Pr�or	 to	 July	 1,	 2010,	 the	 part�es	 shall	 subm�t	 a	 parent�ng	
plan	 to	 be	 approved	 by	 the	 court.	 the	 parent�ng	 plan	 shall	 be	
developed	 by	 the	 part�es	 or	 the�r	 counsel,	 an	 approved	 med�a-
t�on	 center,	 or	 a	 pr�vate	 med�ator.	 When	 a	 parent�ng	 plan	 has	
not	 been	 developed	 and	 subm�tted	 to	 the	 court,	 the	 court	 shall	
e�ther	create	the	parent�ng	plan	�n	accordance	w�th	the	Parent�ng	
act	 (parenting plan samples available from the District Court 
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Clerk) or	 refer	 the	 case	 to	 an	 approved	 med�ator.	at	 any	 t�me	
�n	 the	 proceed�ng,	 the	 Court	 may	 refer	 a	 case	 to	 an	 approved	
med�ator	 �n	 order	 to	 attempt	 resolut�on	 of	 any	 relevant	 matter.	
unt�l	July	1,	2010,	e�ther	party	may	term�nate	med�at�on	at	any	
po�nt	�n	the	process.

On	 or	 after	 July	 1,	 2010,	 all	 part�es	 who	 have	 not	 subm�t-
ted	 a	 parent�ng	 plan	 to	 the	 court	 w�th�n	 the	 t�me	 spec�f�ed	 by	
the	court	shall	be	requ�red	to	meet	and	part�c�pate	�n	med�at�on	
serv�ces	 or	 another	 ass�gned	 med�ator	 to	 complete	 a	 parent�ng	
plan	 or	 v�s�tat�on	 schedule,	 �nclud�ng	 ch�ld	 custody,	 v�s�tat�on,	
grandparent	v�s�tat�on,	and	any	other	�ssues	relat�ng	to	the	ch�l-
dren	 that	 may	 be	 suscept�ble	 to	 med�at�on.	 no	 tr�al	 date	 w�ll	
be	 scheduled	 unt�l	 attendance	 at	 the	 requ�red	 parent	 educat�on	
sem�nar	 has	 been	 completed	 and	 med�at�on	 to	 resolve	 custody	
and/or	v�s�tat�on	 �ssues	has	been	attempted,	prov�ded,	however,	
that	 fa�lure	 or	 refusal	 to	 part�c�pate	 by	 a	 party	 shall	 not	 delay	
entry	 of	 a	 f�nal	 judgment	 by	 more	 than	 s�x	 (6)	 months.	 It	 �s	
further	prov�ded	that,	notw�thstand�ng	the	language	�n	th�s	para-
graph,	domest�c-v�olence	�ssues	may,	upon	cons�derat�on	by	the	
tr�al	court,	d�squal�fy	the	part�es	from	med�at�on.

On	 or	 after	 July	 1,	 2010,	 a	 party	 may	 not	 term�nate	 med�a-
t�on	 unt�l	 after	 an	 �nd�v�dual	 �n�t�al	 screen�ng	 sess�on	 and	 one	
med�at�on	 or	 spec�al�zed	 alternat�ve	 d�spute	 resolut�on	 sess�on	
are	held.

Part�es	 or	 counsel	 are	 requ�red	 to	 not�fy	 the	 med�at�on	
serv�ces	 Off�ce	 of	 any	 request	 for	 delay	 �n	 ass�gnment	 of	 a	
med�ator	 �f	 the	 part�es	 and	 counsel	 are	 attempt�ng	 to	 negot�ate	
a	parent�ng	plan	agreement,	wh�ch	agreement	shall	be	requ�red	
to	comply	w�th	 the	parent�ng	plan	checkl�st.	 In	 the	event	 there	
�s	fa�lure	to	request	a	delay	of	med�ator	ass�gnment,	a	med�ator	
shall	be	ass�gned	pursuant	to	th�s	rule.

2.	 the	 Court	 shall	 prepare	 an	 order,	 for	 d�str�but�on	 by	 the	
d�str�ct	Court	Clerk,	adv�s�ng	 the	f�l�ng	part�es	and	 the�r	attor-
neys	that	attendance	at	the	parent�ng	sem�nar	“What	about	the	
Ch�ldren”	 or	 “Commun�cat�on	 sk�lls	 for	 Parents	 �n	 Confl�ct”	
�s	 mandatory	 and	 must	 be	 completed	 w�th�n	 s�x	 months	 (6)	
from	 the	 f�l�ng	 of	 the	 compla�nt.	 the	 order	 shall	 also	 adv�se	
the	 part�es	 and	 counsel:	 (1)	 the	 parent�ng	 plans	 and	 v�s�tat�on	
schedules	may	be	 referred	 for	med�at�on;	 (2)	 that	no	 tr�al	date	
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w�ll	 be	 set	 unt�l	 attendance	 at	 the	 requ�red	 parent	 educat�on	
sem�nar	 has	 been	 completed,	 and	 �f	 requ�red,	 med�at�on	 to	
resolve	custody	and/or	v�s�tat�on	�ssues	has	been	attempted;	(3)	
that	 fa�lure	 or	 refusal	 to	 part�c�pate	 by	 a	 party	 shall	 not	 delay	
entry	of	a	f�nal	judgment	by	more	than	s�x	(6)	months;	and	(4)	
that	 domest�c-v�olence	 �ssues	 may,	 upon	 cons�derat�on	 by	 the	
tr�al	 court,	 d�squal�fy	 the	 part�es	 from	 med�at�on.	 the	 d�str�ct	
Court	Clerk	shall	 �nclude	 th�s	order	w�th	 the	f�l�ng	and	serv�ce	
packets	d�str�buted	by	the	clerk.

3.	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court	 Clerk	 shall	 ma�nta�n	 a	 l�st	 of	 med�a-
tors	 approved	 by	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court	 judges	 and	 the	 med�at�on	
Comm�ttee	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court.	 these	 med�ators	 must	 meet	
state	of	nebraska	(or	equ�valent)	standards	for	tra�n�ng	�n	order	
to	 qual�fy.	 the	 follow�ng	 requ�rements	 apply	 to	 all	 part�c�pat-
�ng	med�ators:

Court-approved	med�ators	w�ll	determ�ne	 the�r	own	fees	and	
w�ll	prov�de	a	copy	of	 the�r	fee	schedule	to	 the	Court.	In	order	
to	be	on	 the	 l�st	 of	 court-approved	med�ators,	 a	med�ator	must	
agree	 to	 use	 a	 sl�d�ng-scale	 fee	 of	 $25	 to	 $75	 per	 person	 per	
hour,	determ�ned	on	the	bas�s	of	what	each	party	�s	able	to	pay.	
Court-approved	med�ators	must	also	agree	to	take	pro	bono	cases	
on	an	“as	needed”	bas�s.	the	Court	w�ll	determ�ne	the	need	for	
such	pro	bono	serv�ces,	so	that	the	burden	of	these	cases	�s	equ�-
tably	d�str�buted	among	the	part�c�pat�ng	med�ators.

4.	 Pr�or	 to	 part�c�pat�on	 �n	 the	 program,	 qual�f�ed	 med�ators	
w�ll	be	 requ�red	 to	attend	an	or�entat�on	sess�on,	wh�ch	w�ll	be	
conducted	by	the	Court,	to	rev�ew	the	med�at�on	procedures,	as	
well	as	the	parent�ng	plan	checkl�st.	each	part�c�pat�ng	med�ator	
must	be	w�ll�ng	to	agree	to	the	court	requ�rements	for	part�c�pa-
t�on,	and	each	med�ator	w�ll	be	asked	 to	 s�gn	a	 statement	 �nd�-
cat�ng	acknowledgment	and	acceptance	of	the	requ�rements.

5.	When	 a	 judge	 refers	 a	 case	 for	 med�at�on,	 the	 judge	 w�ll	
�nd�cate	 the	 �ssues	 to	 be	 med�ated,	 as	 well	 as	 any	 cho�ce	 of	 a	
med�ator	�f	the	judge	has	a	preference.	the	judge	may	also	�nd�-
cate	whether	there	�s	a	part�cular	med�ator	whom	the	judge	does	
not	w�sh	to	use.	the	attorneys	for	the	part�es	may	also	mutually	
agree	upon	 the	cho�ce	of	 a	med�ator	 and	may	 �nd�cate	whether	
they	 w�sh	 the	 part�es	 to	 med�ate	 any	 �ssues	 other	 than	 custody	
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and	 parent�ng	 or	 v�s�tat�on	 plans.	 If	 f�nanc�al	 �ssues	 are	 to	 be	
med�ated,	the	case	may	be	ass�gned	to	an	attorney	med�ator.

6.	 the	 attorneys	 w�ll	 be	 requested	 to	 br�ng	 the	 part�es	 to	 a	
med�at�on	 serv�ce	 Off�ce	 forthw�th	 or	 to	 �mmed�ately	 prov�de	
the	med�at�on	serv�ce	Off�ce	w�th	all	necessary	cl�ent	�nforma-
t�on,	so	the	staff	can	confer	w�th	the	part�es	and	the�r	attorneys,	
and	can	d�scuss	select�on	of	a	med�ator.	unless	a	spec�f�c	med�-
ator	 has	 been	 requested,	 the	 next	 med�ator	 appropr�ate	 to	 the	
part�es	 and	 the�r	 needs	 w�ll	 be	 ass�gned	 from	 the	 rotat�ng	 l�st,	
and	the	med�at�on	serv�ces	d�rector	w�ll	contact	the	med�ator	to	
conf�rm	the	med�ator,	who	must	adv�se	 the	med�at�on	serv�ces	
d�rector	w�th�n	ten	(10)	days	of	rece�pt	of	the	paperwork	of	the	
date	 for	 the	 part�es	 f�rst	 appo�ntment.	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	
Off�ce	 w�ll	 attempt	 to	 screen	 each	 case	 for	 domest�c	 v�olence,	
wh�ch	 would	 d�squal�fy	 the	 part�es	 from	 med�at�on,	 but	 the	
�nd�v�dual	 med�ator	 may	 also	 refuse	 to	 med�ate	 a	 case	 �f	 the	
med�ator	determ�nes	that	�t	would	be	�nappropr�ate.

7.a.	 If	 the	part�es	reach	an	agreement	 through	med�at�on,	 the	
agreement	shall	be	reduced	to	wr�t�ng.	Cop�es	shall	be	prov�ded	
by	 the	med�ator	or	med�at�on	serv�ce	Off�ce	 to	 the	part�es	 and	
the�r	attorneys,	together	w�th	a	not�ce	�nform�ng	the	part�es	and	
the�r	 attorneys	 of	 the�r	 r�ght	 to	 express	 the�r	 object�ons	 to	 the	
wr�tten	agreement.	the	not�ce	shall	 �nform	the	part�es	and	the�r	
attorneys	 that	 they	 have	 twenty-one	 (21)	 days	 from	 the	 date	
of	 the	 not�ce	 to	 not�fy	 the	 med�ator	 or	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	
Off�ce	of	any	wr�tten	object�ons	 to	 the	 terms	of	 the	agreement.	
such	 object�ons	 shall	 be	 spec�f�c.	 all	 matters	 not	 spec�f�cally	
objected	 to	shall	be	deemed	f�nal.	 If	no	object�ons	are	 rece�ved	
w�th�n	twenty-one	(21)	days,	then	the	agreement	shall	automat�-
cally	 be	 forwarded	 to	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	 Off�ce	 for	 f�nal	
process�ng,	pursuant	to	subsect�on	(c)	below.

If	 the	 part�es	 and	 counsel	 negot�ate	 a	 Parent�ng	 Plan	 agree-
ment,	 wh�ch	 agreements	 shall	 comply	 w�th	 the	 Parent�ng	 Plan	
Checkl�st,	 the	 agreement	 shall	 be	 forwarded	 to	 the	 med�at�on	
serv�ces	 Off�ce	 �mmed�ately	 after	 s�gn�ng	 pursuant	 to	 subsec-
t�on	(c)	below.

b.	 upon	 the	 f�l�ng	 by	 e�ther	 party	 or	 attorney	 of	 objec-
t�ons	 to	 the	 agreement,	 the	 med�ator	 shall	 forthw�th	 schedule	
a	 re-med�at�on	 sess�on	 on	 the	 d�sputed	 �ssues	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 the	
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object�on.	the	 med�ator	 may	 charge	 add�t�onal	 fees	 for	 the	 re-
med�at�on	sess�on	and	related	expenses.	Follow�ng	re-med�at�on	
efforts,	 the	 med�ator	 shall	 forward	 to	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	
Off�ce	 the	 “re-med�ated	 agreement”	 wh�ch	 shall	 rec�te	 those	
�ssues	wh�ch	rema�n	contested,	�f	any.

c.	 agreements	 or	 amended	 med�at�on	 agreements	 shall	 be	
forwarded	 to	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	 Off�ce,	 where	 sa�d	 agree-
ments	 shall	be	 rev�ewed.	a	copy	of	 the	agreement	or	 amended	
med�at�on	agreement	shall	be	forwarded,	along	w�th	 the	appro-
pr�ate	 cert�f�cate	 of	 read�ness	 form,	 to	 the	 judge	 to	 whom	 the	
case	 �s	 ass�gned	 and	 to	 the	 court	 f�le.	 For	 cases	 �nvolv�ng	 par-
t�es	w�th	no	counsel,	the	med�at�on	serv�ces	Off�ce	w�ll	requ�re	
the	part�es	 to	complete	and	 f�le	w�th	 the	d�str�ct	Court	Clerk	a	
“Cert�f�cate	of	read�ness”	�nd�cat�ng	that	the	case	�s	ready	to	be	
set	for	an	uncontested	f�nal	hear�ng.	such	cert�f�cates	w�ll	be	�n	
a	form	acceptable	to	the	Court.

d.	 Pr�or	 to	 sett�ng	 a	 case	 for	 an	 uncontested	 f�nal	 hear�ng,	
the	 part�es	 shall	 f�le	 a	 “Cert�f�cate	 of	 read�ness”	 w�th	 a	 copy	
of	 the	 parent�ng	 plan	 w�th	 the	 Court.	 For	 cases	 �nvolv�ng	 par-
t�es	w�th	no	counsel,	the	med�at�on	serv�ces	Off�ce	w�ll	requ�re	
the	part�es	 to	complete	and	 f�le	 the	cert�f�cate	w�th	 the	d�str�ct	
Court	 Clerk.	 such	 cert�f�cate	 w�ll	 be	 �n	 a	 form	 acceptable	 to	
the	Court.

e.	the	“Cert�f�cate	of	read�ness”	for	f�nal	hear�ng	shall	con-
ta�n	the	follow�ng	�nformat�on:

�.	the	full	names	of	the	part�es;
��.	the	case	number	of	the	case;
���.	the	names,	addresses,	and	bar	number	of	counsel;
�v.	 the	 date	 on	 wh�ch	 the	 compla�nt	 was	 f�led	 and	 the	

date	 of	 serv�ce	 on	 defendant	 or	 the	 date	 of	 f�l�ng	 of	 the	
voluntary	appearance	by	the	defendant;

v.	that	the	part�es	have agreed	to	a	parent�ng	plan;
v�.	 that	 the	 part�es	 have	 attended	 the	 parent	 educat�on	

sem�nar	requ�red	by	the	court;
v��.	that	the	part�es	have completed	ch�ld	support	calcu-

lat�ons	pursuant	to	the	nebraska	Ch�ld	support	Gu�del�nes	
and	 have	 agreed	 to	 all	 f�nanc�al	 matters	 contemplated	 by	
the	gu�del�nes;
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v���.	 that	 the	 part�es	 have entered	 �nto	 a	 wr�tten	 and	
s�gned	property	settlement	agreement;	and

�x.	 that	 the	 part�es	 have	 or	 have	 not	 attended	
	med�at�on.

f.	If	the	part�es	have	not	agreed	to	any	of	the	follow�ng:	par-
ent�ng	plan,	ch�ld	support	calculat�ons,	or	a	property	settlement	
agreement,	 they	 should	 not	 f�le	 a	 “Cert�f�cate	 of	 read�ness.”	
they	should	contact	the	ba�l�ff	to	schedule	further	hear�ngs.

8.	the	med�at�on	serv�ces	Off�ce	w�ll	follow	up	on	the	dead-
l�nes	set	by	the	Court	and	whether	any	extens�ons	of	 t�me	have	
been	granted.

9.	remed�at�on	Clause	cases.	When	the	part�es	are	med�at�ng	
amendments	 to	 ex�st�ng	 decrees	 or	 mod�f�cat�on	 proceed�ngs,	
they	 may	 d�rectly	 request	 med�at�on	 through	 the�r	 prev�ous	
med�ator	 or	 may	 request	 re-ass�gnment	 to	 a	 d�fferent	 med�ator	
through	the	med�at�on	serv�ces	Off�ce.

10.	the	 med�at�on	 Comm�ttee	 w�ll	 be	 a	 stand�ng	 comm�ttee	
of	 the	d�str�ct	Court	and	w�ll	be	composed	of	 three	 (3)	d�str�ct	
judges,	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	 d�rector,	 at	 least	 one	 outs�de	
med�ator/adv�sor,	 and	 such	 other	 persons	 as	 the	 Comm�ttee	
deems	 necessary.	 the	 Cha�r	 Judge	 of	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	 w�ll	
cha�r	 th�s	 Comm�ttee	 and	 may	 be	 consulted	 �nd�v�dually,	 as	
may	 be	 needed	 by	 the	 conc�l�at�on	 and	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	
d�rector,	 for	 answers	 on	 day-to-day	 operat�ons	 of	 the	 med�a-
t�on		program.

11.	 the	 med�at�on	 Comm�ttee	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court	 may	
make	such	other	operat�ng	rules	as	may	be	needed	 to	 fac�l�tate	
the	beg�nn�ng	and	cont�nuat�on	of	th�s	med�at�on	program.

12.	 the	 med�at�on	 serv�ces	 Off�ce	 w�ll	 be	 des�gnated	 by	
the	 med�at�on	 Comm�ttee	 of	 the	 d�str�ct	 Court.	 a	 med�at�on	
serv�ces	d�rector	w�ll	be	appo�nted	by	the	med�at�on	Comm�ttee	
of	the	d�str�ct	Court.

13.	Part�es	 that	have	e�ther	 term�nated	med�at�on	unsuccess-
fully	 or	 have	 been	 determ�ned	 to	 not	 qual�fy	 for	 med�at�on	
serv�ces	shall	have	the�r	case	set	for	f�nal	tr�al	before	the	court	
as	soon	as	poss�ble.


